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End of term letter from the Headteacher

It has been another extremely busy and eventful term at the RGS with students and stz
engaged in a wide variety of activities, many of these are included elsewhere in thi
newsletter. In addition, Year 7 students have begun their Perspectives of London project
many are looking forward to visiting their chosen London sites during these holidays in orde
to get first hand experience of the locations they are working with for this project. 1 look

Exchange forward to joining with you to see their finished presentations and models next term.
3 Music and Drfima . _I'would like to thank all of the staff so committed to the success of the major productions
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The Officer Changeover

The officers have now ended
their official term of office. They
have been a superb team and
have fulfilled their roles
excellently, led by an inspirational
and effective leader, Rachel
Mann.

There was much competition to

become part of the new student
leadership team. | would like to
congratulate this new team, and
wish them well:

Head Girl- Naomi Downham
D.H. Girl- Maria Gregori
D. H. Boy: Craig Macdonald

experiences that students will remember for the rest of their lives. In addition to the artisitic
6fl airod, Flairytale raised A3,000 for Ken
this. The Music Department led a piano workshop day with students engaging in perform
ances of the highest standard culminating in a trip to the Royal Albert Hall to see Einaud
play live.

You can read about the tremendous successes in PE elsewhere in the newsletter: we shc
all be particularly proud of the U18 football team once again reaching the final of the Kent
Cup, which will take place on 28 April. Tickets are available from the Finance Office.

/CIﬁ%htiE'sbe& has ﬁ]\ﬁ)ll/e‘vd students in a wide variety of fundraising activities, ranging frorr
spending the day blinfblded to organising screenings of films. In addition to this, the
school has been working closely with the Help for Heroes Charity with sponsored events ar
the selling of wrist bands. It is a tribute to the kimehrted and giving nature of our students
that, in such a short space of time, they are willing to dedicate so much effort to helping th
needs of others.

| am really pleased with the new Games Club in the Library. Many thanks to all those
parents who donated chess sets, Connect 4 and many other games. This new club, runn
every lunchtime, has created a real buzz in the library and | look forward to taking on the be:
Connect 4 players in a special lunchtime event next term.

In the new term we are commencing building work on both the extension to the music bloc
and building the new cookery room.

Year 9 have their internal examinations at the start of the next term. The results of thes
especially in the core subjects of Science, Mathematics and English, will be used to dire
students down the most appropriate accelerated pathway in these subjects. Therefore, if
essential that students take this opportunity to reflect and revise the materials already cover
in their GCSE courses. Both Year 11 and 13 have received revision planning packs in ord
that they can timetable their revision effectively in the final run up to their examinations. |
would be grateful to parents if they could spend an hour or two over the Easter holiday
helping their son/daughter to construct their timetable.

May | wish you a very pleasant Easter Holiday.
Yours sincerely \

Denise Shepherd
Headteacher



International Links

Sixth Form Trip to Poitiers

This March six French students from RGS were fortunate enough to travel to Poitiel “~.  unren’ .f-f"ll
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semaine internaitonalevhere young people from all over Europe come together to jo "~
workshops and performances organised by the differdgliegations Each country inter-
estingly brings its own traditions and ideas yet everyone is connected by their ability
communicate in French. RGS proudly represented both England and the whole of tl
being the only Englisbpeaking school to attend. As a group we had to leaddtetiers
(workshops), one inviting the Europeans to discuss British music and the other play
dramainspired games. Mime and charades allowed us to laugh and relate emotione o Prog,
one another, even when language was a barrier. 4
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We also had the opportunity to visit the town X — ¢ =M©™ ~ £

of Poitiers for a guided tour, where we learned more about the violent history of Poitiers
% which was wrought with religious wars in the"2Gentury. This was striking for such a
small, beautiful town. Later in the week we drove to La Rochelle, a touristic and pictur-
esque town where we bought souvenirs and enjoyed some-@athed sunshine before
travelling back to England.

& For some it was a challenging fitBhe ex-

perience: staying with a foreign family, tryi
new foods and exploring a surprisingly di
ent culture and etiquette. However it was
definitely an enjoyable opportunity to practise our linguistic skills outside the classj
and the trip has definitely opened our eyes to how different each country in Europ
despite the small stretch of water that separates us from them.

By Hanna Beeby, Year 13.

Year 10 German Exchange

From 14"-15" March, a group of Year 10 RGS students were lucky enough to host 16 German exchange students from our par
school in TrabefTrarbach, located in RhinelasRhlatinate, Germany.

It was a fantastic experience for all involved, leaving them with memories and friends that they will certainly nevei-Hostiet)

an exchange student is an excellent way to learn about different cultures and languages, and the RGS students willfegaeturni
Germany in the summer to complete the experience. We know that they will have an amazing time, and hopefully come back w
a masterful command over the German language!

The RGS students provided their exchange partners with entertainment for the week, from watching films at home afteonschool
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the London Death Trap (certainly an experience!) and go shopping. They also attended a party at school on the Saturday night
including Easter eggs; pass the parcel and quizzes, and even a few attempts at the Wii.

Parting from the visitors was a sad experience, and a few tears were shed as the group returned to Germany on Monday
15" March. However, it is only a few months before the reunion in June!

Thank you to Bethan Old for telling me about her experience!
By Daisy Reid
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prepared itself for something that it had never experienced
before: the choir and orchestra of The Rochester Grammar
School. Due to the church being a new venue, hosting an R
concert for the first time, the pressure on the musicians to p
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expectations by playing at a fantastic standard to a-fzanked
crowd.
The concert included performances from previous RGS mugg
legends such as Naomi Russell, Louisa Hallet and Isabella
Cheevers, as well as current performers such as Rachel Ma
(flute) and the NChant choir. The solos were incredible and
showed the extremely high level of talent we have here at R
Ly FTRRAGAZ2Y (2 (GKA&AZI | @SNE
was performed by all the choirs together, with the Cantium
Singers (adult choir) and NChant singing together for the firg
time. The sound filled the church and everyone agreed that t7&
performance was remarkable.

The choirs also featured wedhown characters such as Mr. Hartley, Mr. Coe and Mr. Abbott.

We would like to congratulate everyone involved, especially Mr. Millest for directing such a wonderful concert.

Flairytale

On 17, 18" and 19" March, the biggest arts event of the year, Flair, took place at sthool
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1 featuring dancing and fashion based on popular fairytales.

Students from throughout the school performed
dances of all different styles, from Irish to ballet,
along an enchanting fairytale story line, wearing
clothes borrowed from high street shopsall in
aid of the Kent Air Ambulance Trust.

After the success of Flair last year, Flairytale ran for an extra night and raised even
more money. In all, many students took part, not just on stage dancing, but also back-
stage helping in hair and makgp as well as publicity to organise the entire event.

Despite the huge range of dancing styles, the biggest surprise of the
evening was when Miss Anderson and Mrs Ransom joined in fc
OK2NBE23INI LIKSNR&A RFIyOS 4 GKS

a huge success and all involved had an amazing time, and helf
raise a large amount of money for a very deserving charity.

By Naomi Gould D
Pictures by Emma Shephard. lalrytale
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